
 

  



6 Day Hidden Relicts of Nauru 

Price Per Person: $4,412 per person Twin Share Single Supplement $670 

Date: Wide variety of dates to choose from in 2023/2024 

 
Explore one of the worlds least visited countries, Nauru, shrouded with its own fascinating history form both German 

and Japanese occupation, modern controversy and mystere. Nauru delivers dramatic unexpected landscapes of 
piercing pinnacles left over from the countries wealthy phosphate mining era tangled with lush jungle and a pancake 

like island ringed with pristine reef. WWII relics can be found high on hill tops and strangled by undergrowth. War 
prisons, hidden caves bunkers... Nauru's phosphate mining put the country on the map. It was the world's wealthiest 

country per capita for a short period, before the island of 'guano' created from thousands of millennia of seabirds 
nesting here, became exhausted and the country's economy plummeted. A generation who lived through the Pacific 
War with incredible stories to share and a nation looking to progress and rebuild the wealth they once had. This is an 
incredibly empowering educational experience and will really shape your impression of Nauru and life on the island. 

 

Day 1 Thursday:                                                   MELBOURNE -BRISBANE                                                                               (D) 

Today transfer from your local town to Melbourne Airport for your flight to Brisbane. Once you have arrived at 

Melbourne airport go through formalities. On arrival into Brisbane Airport your accommodation will be the Ibis Airport 

Hotel. The hotel is very conveniently located to the terminal you may wish to take a short stroll or use the Shuttle bus 

to your hotel.  

Day 2 Friday:                                                            BRISBANE to NAURU                                                                                  (B) 

Welcome to Nauru! Flying into Nauru is quite incredible. This flat pancake like island nation, seems to just bob in the 
middle of the Central Pacific with ocean blue as far as the eye can see. Best known as a phosphate rock island and for 
the mining which raised and then destroyed the country’s economy as well as Australia’s refugee processing centre, 
Nauru is one of the smallest countries on earth as well as being one of the least visited with only 200 visitors a year! 
Upon arrival at the airport, you will be met in the arrival hall and transferred to your hotel for check in. Drop off your 
luggage and your guide will take you to Bay Restaurant for dinner (payable locally). This locally owned restaurant 
serves a seafood and Asian infused menu. Be sure to purchase a chilled beverage and sit out the back on the expansive 
deck! A wonderful welcome to your first night Nauru!  
3 nights Ewa Lodge or similar 

Day 3 Saturday:                                                               TOPSIDE  

Head downstairs to the local café where you can order a range of meals. (Not included). Be sure to stock up on any 
water or snacks you may need for your time in Nauru as it is not open on Sundays. Set off this morning as you head 
into the interior of Nauru. Your first stop will be the tranquil and lush Buada lagoon, the only body of water on the 
island. This is a very picturesque spot in the lower middle of the island. The lagoon is surrounded on all sides by dense 
palm trees and other vegetation. Once home to an abundance of Milkfish, this lagoon used to host traditional 
spearfishing competitions. Swimming is not recommended here. Continuing on, see some of the old railway tracks 
which were used to transport phosphorus from Topside to the port for export. Venture into the tangle of trees as they 
strangle the piecing pinnacles made of sharp limestone. These pinnacles were once underground until the 
phosphorous around them was mined. Enjoy the brief shade as you meander through these towers and learn about 
both the German and Japanese occupation of Nauru. Under German occupation, Nauru was named Pleasant Island. 
The first site you will come to is the former German Communications Centre which was used a gas chamber to 
exterminate the locals not willing to work. An eerie site with a telling history, as you explore further into the vines, 
you will see prison cells – both above and underground which later became part of the Japanese prison. Your next 
stop will be the double-barrelled anti-aircraft gun on the Command Ridge, before you drive further into the centre of 
the island via what is currently the local landfill site. Once you clear the landfill site either via vehicle or on foot 
(depending on the weather and road access), veer off road into the bush and scramble your way to two machine gun 
nests on the hillsides. For those feeling adventurous (and who are not afraid of heights), there is a further climb to the 
‘Great Wall of Japan’ showcasing an incredible view over the lunar like landscape of pinnacles and the newly installed 
Chinese solar farms. Beneath you in the vegetation, are remnants of bombed aircraft and relics left over from the 
Pacific war. Continue on to the underground Japanese hospital where soldiers were once lowered in through the hole 
in the roof for treatment. Drive past the Phosphate mine which is still operating at a limited capacity producing second 



grade phosphate. The mining equipment is very rusty and you can see the phosphate fumes when it is in operation 
which causes significant health issues for the locals who live in this district. You will also pass the former Regional 
Processing Centre which sits at the centre of humanitarian controversy. Drive past Parliament House and the High 
Court. Your guide will return you to your hotel, where you are at leisure for a late lunch and perhaps an afternoon 
wander in the shallows amongst the pinnacles (wearing reef shoes of course) or take a swim in the newly formed boat 
harbour for a swim with the locals. There are plenty of locals fishing around here too if you wish to check out their 
catch of the day. This afternoon, one of the Nauru Airlines planes comes into land which many of the locals pause to 
watch at the runway as the local roads surrounding airport are closed due to the jet blast. 

 
Day 4 Sunday:                                                      ISLAND EXPLORATION  
 
Sunday’s are a very sleepy day in Nauru. If you are an early riser, you may wish to walk around the entire island (19km, 
approx. 3 hrs) before the heat of the day sets in. Meet your guide and set off on foot to one of the highest points on 
the island. Climb up between the pinnacles to a former Japanese bunker with the most incredible view over Anibare 
Bay. Formed by the underwater collapse of the volcano that underlies Nauru, you will see the large arc shaped bay 
and if the sun is shining, the colours from up here are incredible. Head towards Yaren, the busiest part of town and 
the closest district to a capital city and see the rusting counter leviers which were bombed in WWII. In the distance 
you can see the new counter leviers which transfer the baked phosphorus onto the incoming cargo ships. The new 
cargo ship harbour is between the two and was constructed by the Chinese. This is the biggest cargo port in the Central 
Pacific and has been built deep enough to house two Chinese submarines.  
Your next stop is the sobering Nauru war memorial. A fascinating site as it differs significantly to most other WWII 
memorials who commemorate fallen soldiers. During WWII, when the Japanese occupied Nauru, they wanted to 
evacuate the population from the island for their ‘wellbeing.’ The population was slowly moved to Chuuk where many 
perished from malnutrition. The last vessel due to depart Nauru was coming into port to collect the last of the 
population when it was bombed by the Americans. This small population of Naruan’s now lived on the island during 
the war, some who are still alive today and have fascinating stories to share if you have the opportunity to chat with 
them. This memorial on one side, commemorates those who were shipped to Chuuk and did not return, and also those 
who did return. Further to this, there a glass cabinet with a scoop of sand and ashes from Chuuk for those who did not 
survive as their bodies were never recovered or laid to rest. Also in this cabinet is a piece of the vessel which was 
bombed. The eerie story of this memorial is on the far side of the monument, under a plaque called ‘Lepers.’ This is 
perhaps on of the most inhumane stories from the Pacific War under Japanese occupation. Those were riddled with 
disease, disability and illness were promised a place on a vessel which would take the lame to be treated. Once aboard 
and only 1km from shore, the Japanese shot everyone on the vessel and pushed them overboard into the ocean to be 
sure they were rid of the ‘leppers’ and a portion of the memorial is dedicated to those victims.  
Moving from war history to modern history, across the road from the memorial is a large empty concrete quadrangle 
which was used for activities to integrate the refugees into the community. Many refugees, once processed, stayed 
on the island of Nauru for some time. Many who ran local businesses, restaurants and bars which all contributed to 
the country’s small economy. Many married into the Nauruan community but most have now left the island. Those 
who still remain, are completely integrated into the local community. Now, it is time to cool down and go below the 
surface. Grab your headtorch and venture into Maqua (Moqua) underground lake and cave. A vast cave network which 
is filled with fresh sea water via tunnels underneath the island. It is cool and refreshing down here and with a good 
head torch, you can see the extensive cave system.  Heading back towards your hotel, you will stop at the Anibare 
Ponds situated behind a local village where local children often play in the water. Here, your guide will share some of 
the traditional mythology stories that make up the Nauruan culture – ask about the story of Eigigu, the first lady on 
the moon from Nauru. The afternoon is yours at leisure to enjoy lunch at one of the local restaurants (not included). 
This evening, why not head to Western bay (located at the end of the runway), where the locals gather for sunset. 
Often there is a food truck here or locals preparing a beach BBQ who may invite you to join them! 
 
Day 5: Monday:                                                     NAURU-BRISBANE                                                                                         (D) 
This morning, you have the option to book a private fishing charter (please enquire at time of booking), from 6am – 

10am. Nauru is known for its deep sea fishing. Surrounded by a shelf where the island simply drops off to 1km deep, 

you are not too far from shore when you have the opportunity to catch yellow fin tuna, marlin or red snapper. If the 

fish aren’t biting, why not jump overboard and snorkel over the shelf? If fishing is not your thing, this morning if it is 

open, you will head to the Nauru Museum for a history recap of everything you have learned over your time here. 

From here, you will visit a traditional workshop where log waste that is destined for landfill or waste is converted into 



local furniture and traditional wooden postcards and other handicrafts. At midday, head to the airport for check in for 

your onward flight. On arriving into Brisbane your overnight accommodation will the Ibis Brisbane Airport.   

Day 6: Tuesday                                                 BRISABNE- MELBOURNE                                                                                   (B) 

This morning fly from Brisbane to Melbourne. On arrival into Melbourne a Cardwell’s representative will transfer you 

back to your home town.  

Terms and Conditions: 

Dates: Client has the opportunity to select dates in 2023/2024. Accommodation being very limited on the Island we 

can only book a small number at time. Giving the client the flexibility to select their own dates on the days outlined in 

the itinerary.  

Group: This is not a group tour; the itinerary will be completed with the travelling party that you have booked with.  

Flights: All flights are included  

Visa: Nauru is its own nation; a valid passport is needed along with a visa. Visa cost and supportive paperwork and 

assistance is included.    

Initial Payment: On booking a part payment of $3,500 is needed to secure your reservation. This amount is 

unrefundable we recommend taking out travel insurance at time of booking.   

Final Payment: Final payment is due 60 days prior, on or after this date final payment is unrefundable.  

Pickup and Return: Cardwell’s pickup and return clients from a number of towns. For this tour we will be offering home 

pickup and return. Address subject to approval, if your address is not approved an appropriate location will be offered. 

Enhance: If you would like to enhance your trip with a fishing charter the price is $865 per person. Or if you would like 

to hire a car to explore more $135 per day.   

Force Majeure: If by any means of any event of force majeure (which shall include terrorism, pandemic or any cause 

or event outside our control) we shall be delayed in or prevented from performing our obligations, then such delay or 

non-performance shall not be deemed a breach or entitle a damages claim. Our obligations shall be suspended whilst 

such event of force majeure continues.  

Fares & Itinerary: Cardwell’s Coach & International Travel costs published & outlined in the brochure are frozen, errors 

or printing mistakes are subject to correction. However, policy changes by rail/air/sea operators or changes in 

Government duties or taxes are outside the control of Cardwell’s Coach & International Travel. Air fares and other 

discount travel arrangements may be subject to availability of seats/berths, as determined by transport companies. No 

increases apply once full fare is paid. The Tour duration includes the day of departure and the day of return. Fares 

shown make no allowance for extra accommodation or transfers necessitated by en-route stop-overs caused by 

rail/air/boat schedules, strikes or other reasons. Receipt of deposits and also subsequent payments by the travel agent 

does not constitute receipts of those monies by us. There is no liability on our part in respect of any monies paid to 

your Travel Agent unless and until we notify you (by way of Booking Confirmation Advice or Payment Receipt Advice) 

that monies have been received by us. Cardwell’s Coach & International Travel reserves the right to cancel any ticket 

or booking or to refuse to carry any passenger where payment has not been received by Cardwell’s Coach & 

International Travel and has the right to accept wait listed passengers in place of those failing to finalise within the 

prescribed time. 

Crooked Compass: For the Nauru land portion of the itinerary, we have partnered with Crooked Compass Pty Ltd.  The 

Trustee for the Cardwell Unit Trust. ABN: 36 673 226 184, trading as Cardwells Coach & International Travel acts 

only as a booking agent for Crooked Compass Pty Ltd. Before we make a booking on your behalf. You confirm by 

signing, that you have seen and understood the terms and conditions from Crooked Compass Pty Ltd 

https://www.crooked-compass.com/terms-conditions/ and confirm that Cardwells Coach & International Travel 

is only your booking agent to Crooked Compass Pty Ltd. You are booking on a Crooked Compass Tour!  

 
Full Name: _________________________________________    Date: ________________________ 

 
Signature: __________________________________________  
 


